Help us decide the future of Acute Medicine research
We are looking for patients, family members and carers to join our Steering Group




Have you been seriously unwell and needed urgent care in hospital?
Or have you helped to care for a family member or friend who was seriously unwell and needed urgent care in hospital?
If so, we would like to hear from you.

The Society for Acute Medicine is working with the James Lind Alliance to find out which questions about Acute Medicine are most important to patients, families, carers and healthcare professionals, so that future research focuses on what matters most to people. Patients, carers and healthcare professionals will decide these priorities  together.
We are looking for 5–6 patients, carers or members of the public to join the group leading this work.
You do not need any research experience or medical knowledge. Your personal experience is what matters.

Who are we looking for?


We would like to hear from you if you:
· have received care from an Acute Medicine service; or
· have cared for or supported someone who received care in an acute medicine service.
You must be aged 18 or over.
 We are looking for people who are interested in improving acute medical care and are willing to listen to and work with people who have different experiences, perspectives and views.


What is Acute Medicine?

Acute Medicine is the part of the hospital that looks after adults who become seriously unwell and need urgent tests or treatment.
It usually looks after people during the first few days of their illness.
You may have been cared for by Acute Medicine without knowing its name. 
For example, you may have:
· gone to an Emergency Department and then moved to an Acute Medical Unit;
· been sent to an Acute Medical Unit by your GP;
· attended a Same Day Emergency Care (SDEC) unit;
· had urgent hospital tests and treatment without staying overnight;
· stayed in hospital for a short time while doctors worked out what was wrong; or
been moved from Acute Medicine to another hospital team for further care.
People come to Acute Medicine with many different problems. These might include a serious infection, chest pain, breathing problems, confusion or  a long-term condition that has suddenly become worse.
Some people go home after assessment and treatment. Others need to stay in hospital or move to another specialist team.
What is research?


Research helps us learn what works, what doesn’t, and how we can improve care for people.
But there are many things about Acute Medicine that we still do not know. For example:
· What is the best way to organise acute medicine services?
· Which tests help patients most?
· How can we improve people's experience when being looked after by acute medicine?
· How should different healthcare professionals work together?
· Could technology help us provide better care?
There are many possible questions. We need to decide which questions are most important to answer first.


The James Lind Alliance (JLA) brings patients, carers and healthcare professionals together to decide which unanswered questions are most important for research.What is the James Lind Alliance?


This is called a Priority Setting Partnership (PSP).
Our PSP will focus on Acute Medicine. We will ask people across the UK what questions they think research should answer. We will bring these ideas together and work with patients, carers and healthcare professionals to agree the top 10 research priorities for Acute Medicine.
The Society for Acute Medicine will use these priorities to help encourage and support future research.
Further information can be found online at: https://nihr.widen.net/s/zfgghgs55b/how-does-a-jla-psp-work
What is the Steering Group?



The Steering Group is the team that will guide the project. It will include:
· patients, 
· carers,
· doctors, nurses and other healthcare professionals.
Everyone on the Steering Group will be an equal member.
Medical or research knowledge will not be more important than lived experience. The group will work with an adviser from the James Lind Alliance, who will help us make sure the process is fair.
What would I do?
As a patient or carer member of the Steering Group, you will take part in meetings that help us make decisions throughout the project.
This could include:
· helping us decide exactly what the project should focus on;
· helping us make our surveys and information easy to understand;
· helping us reach patients and communities across the UK;
· looking at the questions for research that people send us;
· taking part in discussions about research priorities;
· helping us choose the final Top 10; and
· helping us tell people what we have found.
You will not be expected to read complicated research papers or understand medical statistics. We will explain each stage and support you throughout.
You do not need:
· research experience;
· medical knowledge;
· qualifications;
· experience of sitting on committees; or
· experience of working with the NHS.
We want people with different experiences and backgrounds. We particularly welcome interest from people and communities who are often less involved in health research.
We hope our patient and carer members will come from different parts of the UK and have different ages, backgrounds and experiences of healthcare.
No one person will be expected to speak for a whole community. We want you to bring your own experience and views.
Will I be supported? 
Yes. At the start of the project, we will explain:
· what Acute Medicine is;
· what research is;
· how the James Lind Alliance process works;
· what the Steering Group will do; and
· what your role will be.
You will have a named person you can contact if you have questions or need help.
We will explain unfamiliar words, including medical or research language. 
Meeting information will be sent to you in advance. We can help you if you are not confident using online meeting technology.
If you are unsure about something, you can ask us before, during or after a meeting.
Do I have to travel?
We will have most of our meetings online, including our first steering group meeting. But we do hope to meet face-to-face at least once during the PSP process, potentially at the halfway point. 
If we ask you to travel, reasonable travel costs will be covered. We will try to arrange travel directly where possible so that you do not have to pay large costs yourself and wait to be repaid.
We recognise that people may have health problems, disabilities, work or caring responsibilities. We will try to make participation as flexible as possible. Please tell us if you have an accessibility need or if there is something else that would make it easier for you to take part.

Will I be paid? 
Yes. Patient/carer members will be offered payment for the time they spend working on the project. We will also cover agreed expenses linked to taking part. Payment will be in line with the guidance found here: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/who-we-are/policies-and-guidelines/public-contributor-reward-policy/payment-public-considering-involvement
We will explain the payment arrangements clearly before you decide whether to join. 

How will people be chosen? 
We have 5–7 public places on the Steering Group.
There may be more people who want to join the Steering Group than places available.
We will first ask you to complete a short Expression of Interest form. This will ask about your experience and why you would like to be involved. We will not ask for a CV or information about qualifications.
If you are invited to the next stage, you will have a friendly conversation with members of the Acute Medicine Priority Setting Partnership Team. We will tell you the questions and what to expect beforehand.
You will be paid for your time taking part in this conversation.
We will be looking for people who:
· have relevant experience of acute medical care;
· are interested in helping improve care through research;
· would feel able to share their views, with the right support;
· can share information about the PSP through their networks, including local community groups and organisations;
· are willing to listen to other people's experiences and opinions; and
· can take part in the project over its lifetime.
What if I am interested but am not offered a Steering Group place? 
If you are not offered one of the Steering Group places, there may still be many ways to be involved. For example, you could:
· share your most important questions for research in our surveys;
· help us make information easier to understand;
· join a discussion group;
· participate in our final workshop to help decide our Top 10 priorities
· help us reach people in your community;
· help us share the results; or
· become involved in future Acute Medicine research.
We hope this project will create a much wider community of patients and carers interested in improving Acute Medicine research.
Interested?
We would really like to hear from you.




An online expression of interest form can be found at: Acute Medicine Priority Setting Partnership - Steering Group Application form  – Fill in form
Closing date: 08/11/26
Contact: Faduma-Zahra Gure, f.m.gure@bham.ac.uk
If you would like to take part but need this information in another format or need help expressing your interest, please contact us. We will be happy to help.
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